Big data is a familiar term that is commonly used, and many big data are now being produced in many areas of society including medicine. In Europe and the commonwealth countries, there are many registries based on their socialist health care system, and there have been many research reports based on those registries.

In Korea, there have been only a few research papers based on the registered data of the Korea Health Insurance Review and Assessment (HIRA). Chung et al.\'s[@B1] report in the present issue is one of those papers. Orthopedic surgery of the meniscus is the most commonly performed operation among the whole orthopedic specialty but there are no reports based on the big data from Korea. Chung et al.[@B1] analyzed annual reports of meniscus surgery from HIRA in Korea and compared with those of Japan,[@B2] and the United States.[@B3] According to this study, there were 65,752 meniscectomy cases in 2010, and the number of cases increased to 74,088 in 2017. During the same period, the number of meniscus repair cases were 9,055 in 2010, and 14,947 in 2017.[@B1] The rate of increase in meniscectomy was 12.67% whereas that of meniscus repair was 65.04% during the same period. The data showed significant increase of meniscus repairs in Korea. Although the study period was not same, the incidence of the meniscus surgeries per 100,000 population-year was 22 in Japan (2015), and 17 in the United States (2011) while it ranged from 137 to 154 in 2010--2017 in Korea. The finding suggests meniscus surgery is definitely more common in Korea. That may be partly an outcome of national health insurance system which helps patients easily access the orthopedic surgeons in Korea.

This study\'s findings are interesting and may have impact because it used the national data of Korea which reflect the whole nation\'s health care status. Although this study reflects the current national status of the menisectomy in Korea, we must be very cautious interpreting and comparing the findings with data of Japan and the United States together because the medical care system and the social environment are different. To make further interpretation, another form of study or analysis must accompany including cost benefits. It is also strongly recommended to investigate the national data of HIRA for other diseases and surgical interventions in Korea.
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